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NOTICE

Concerning the opening of the call for requests for the state aid based on the State Aid Scheme for stimulating the activity of airline operators in the context of the economic crisis generated by the COVID – 19 pandemic.
Mureş County Council, as a provider of state aid within the State Aid Scheme for stimulating the activity of airline operators in the context of the economic crisis generated by the COVID – 19 pandemic hereby announces the opening of the call for requests for the awarding of a state aid with a total amount of 1.150.000 euro.

Contact data of the provider of the state aid:

Mureş County Council 
Seat: Victoriei Square no. 1, Municipality of Târgu Mureş, Mureş County 

E-mail: cjmures@cjmures.ro

Contact data of the Administrator of the state aid scheme:

Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș Autonomous Administration
Seat: Şoseaua Tg-Mures-Luduş (E 60) km.14,5, Mureş County, locality of Vidrasău 
E-mail: office@transylvaniaairport.ro

1. Scheme’s goal
The measure’s goal is to support the activity of airline operators operating flight to/ from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș, or who intend to perform flights to/ from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș whose activity was disturbed by the COVID – 19 pandemic, COVID-19.

2. Legal ground

- The Treaty concerning the Functioning of the European Union (TFUE), Art. 107, Paragraph (3), Letter  b);

- The Notification of the European Committee (2020/C9II/01), "Temporary Framework for state aid measures of supporting the economy in the context of the current COVID-19 outbreak”, published in the Official Journal of the European Union from the 20th of March 2020, including subsequent amendments and additions;

- The Government’s Emergency Ordinance no. 77/2014 concerning the national procedures in the field of state aid, as well as for the modification and completion of the Law of competition no. 21/ 1996, including subsequent amendments and additions;
- The Decision of the European Committee no. 5171/07.07.2021 – State aid SA 63319(2021 /N)- Romania Covid -19 State aid scheme for airline operators performing flights on the Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș;

- The Decision of Mureş County Council no. 118 from 29.07.2021 regarding the approval of the state aid scheme for the support of the activity of airline operators in the context of the economic crisis generated by the COVID – 19.( Decision 118/2021 and Appendix)
3. Eligibility conditions
The state aid, based on the before-mentioned scheme, can be granted for airline companies who commit to perform regular flights to/ from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș, and who fulfil the following eligibility conditions:

a) To poses a license for airline operations issued in accordance with the (EU) Regulations 2018/1139 of the European Parliament and Council from the 4th of July 2018 concerning the common norms in the field of civil aviation and those setting up the Agency for Safe Aviation of the European Union modifying (EC) Regulations no. 2111/2005, (EC) no. 1008/2008, (UE) no. 996/2010, (EU) no. 376/2014 and Directives 2014/30/UE and 2014/53/UE of the European Parliament and Council, as well as those abolishing (EC) Regulations no. 552/2004 and (EC) no. 216/2008 of the European Parliament and Council and of (EEC) Regulation No. 3922/91 of the Council; (a copy of the license of operation will be attached);
b) To have a mandatory insurance for accidents which covers passengers, goods, mail and the civil liability in accordance with the conditions of the EC Regulations 785/2004 of the European Parliament and Council from the 21st of April 2004 regarding the requirements of insurance for airline and aircraft operators; (a copy of the insurance will be attached); 

c) To not be on the black list of the European Committee concerning airline companies which do not succeed in fulfilling the safety standards, published at: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air-ban/ - Filling in of Statement according to Form no. 1;
d) To hold an European Air Operator Certificate (AOC) or another similar document released by a competent authority from their country of origin; (a copy of the European certificate of airline operator will be attached)
e) Not to have received another aid in Romania according to section 3.1 within the temporary framework, or if such is the case, the amount of the aid received based on this measure and that received in addition to it in Romania must not exceed 1.800.000 EUR; Filling in of Statement according to Form no. 2;
f) Not to have any decisions of the European Committee ruled against it regarding the recovery of a state aid or if such decisions have been issued, they have been applied according to the legal provisions in effect; Filling in of Statement according to Form no. 3;
g) Not to be in a difficult situation on the 31st of December 2019, such as defined under Art. 2: point 18 within the (EU) REGULATIONS no. 651/2014 of the Committee from the 17th of June 2014 stating certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in applying articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty, modified and added through the (EU) Regulations no. 1084/2017 – Filling in of statement according to Form no. 4, to which the financial situations closed on 31.12.2019 and the proof of registration before state authorities will be added, according to the legislation of the state where the airline operator is registered;
h) In the event in which the company performed regular flights from/ to Transylvania Airport Tg- Mureș in 2019, the company commits to preserve at least 50% from its capacity on Transylvania Airport Tg-Mureș in 2019 for a period of at least 12 consecutive months between the date when the state aid scheme was signed and 31.12.2022; A Commitment will be filled in – Form no. 5;
i) In the event in which the company did not perform regular flights from/ to Transylvania Airport Tg- Mureș, the company commits to ensure a capacity of minimum 20.000 seats for a period of  12  consecutive months between the date when the state aid scheme was signed and 31.12.2022; A Commitment will be filled in – Form no. 6;
j) To deposit a written commitment of performing regular flights from/ to Transilvania Airport in Tg-Mureș, which should mention the weekly routes and frequencies proposed for the flight operations from/ to this airport; A Commitment will be filled in – Form no. 7. 

4. The allocated budget
The total budget allocated for the state aid is 1.150.000 EUR (the lei equivalent of 5,75 million calculated at the currency of 5 lei/euro)

The aid which can be granted to a company cannot exceed 600.000 EUR (the lei equivalent of approximatively 3.000.000). 
All the requests received in due time will be examined and submitted to evaluation for the purpose of granting the state aid only to those fulfilling the eligibility criteria. The selected petitioners will receive 2 EUR per allocated seat according to the score and within the limits of the available budget.
The subvention will be paid by Mureș County Council in monthly arrears based on supporting documents sent by the airline operator and deposited to the administrator of the state aid scheme until the 15th of the month succeeding the one for which the payment is requested.

The Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș will perform monthly verifications of conformity concerning the capacity allocated by airline companies concerning flights to / from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș and will issue a report containing a comparison between the number of seats assumed by the airline company within the agreement of subvention of the financial aid and the number of seats actual allocated by the airline company to/ from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș. The report, together with the supporting documents, will be forwarded to the county public authority and will represent the basis for the reimbursement and regularisation of the awarded state aid.
If the airline company registers situations in which certain flights from those for which the incentive resulting from the aid scheme was awarded cannot be operated due to restrictions imposed by the national states of departure, or those of destination, respectively, the company will have to notify the scheme administrator in maximum 2 days from the expiry of the period submitted to reimbursement through supporting documents and if certain flights cannot be operated due to unfavourable and unforeseeable weather conditions, the notification, along with the supporting documents issued by the weather forecast authority of the state where the flight is prevented from being operated will be transmitted in maximum 48 hours from the occurrence.

5. Requests’ evaluation

i. Evaluation of eligibility criteria 

The interested airline companies must send the aid requests together with the documents supporting the eligibility criteria mentioned under point 2 from the previous paragraph in an electronic format via e-mail address office@transylvaniaairport.ro .

ii. For the selection of the beneficiaries, in order to award the state aid, the following evaluation factors will be used:

- The number of destinations proposed to be operated, 

- The number of flights per week (flights / week x frequency of operation),

-  The capacity (number) of seats allocated for a period of 12 months.
 The score for each factor of evaluation will be the following one:

	Evaluation factor
	Maximum points

	1. The number of destinations proposed to be operated
	40

	2. The number of flights / week (destinations / week x frequency of operation)
	30

	3. Capacity (number) of seats allocated for a period of 12 months
	30

	TOTAL
	100


Method of calculation

- The score for each petitioner will be calculated as follows:

a. For each of the evaluation factors, the best offer will receive the maximum score. For example: for the biggest number of routes proposed to be resumed or launched, the maximum score allocated for the evaluation score will be awarded, namely 40 or 30 points.

b. For other offers under the maximum score, the score will be calculated proportionally as follows:

P (score) = (offer x maximum score) / the best offer

The total score of the offer will result from the addition of all scores obtained per each factor. The offers will be classified in a descending order according to the total score.

The operator classified as first will receive the highest amount, limited to a maximum 600.000 euro established as a maximum limit.

Mures County Council will close financial aid agreements with beneficiaries qualified for agreements granting financial aid according to the assumed capacity (2 euro/ allocated seat), until the full completion of the budget.

After finalising the procedure of selection by the scheme administrator – Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș Autonomous Administration – and following the transmission of the selection results to the county public authority, the latter will close agreements granting state aid with the airline operators following their verification, according to the frame mode attached to this present announcement. 

6. Date, place and manner of submission of the requests

The date beginning with which the requests for the state aid together with the supporting documents can be transmitted will be published on the Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș website.

The requests for the state aid together with the supporting documents proving the fulfilment of the criteria of eligibility mentioned under point 3 within this present notice will be sent to the e-mail address office@transylvaniaairport.ro beginning with the date of the notice’s publication until 15.10.2021, hours 23:59.

The notice will be published on the Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș website, on that of Mureș County Council, as well as in the Official Gazette. The period of evaluation of the received requests will end on 20.10.2021, hours 16:00 (5 calendar days).
The evaluation, selection of airline operators and transmission of validation reports by the Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș Autonomous Administration will be performed in 5 working days, namely until 22.10.2021.
The verification of reports and the publishing of the selection results will be done in 5 working days beginning with their registration date before Mureș County Council, namely until 29.10.2021.
The agreements' closing and signing will be done on 10 working days from the date of publishing the selection results.

6. Documents necessary for the transmission of the aid requests:
- Request for state aid;

- Form no. 1 “Personal statement concerning the compliance with the safety standards”;

- Form no. 2 “Personal statement concerning the state aids granted to airline companies in Romania”;

- Form no. 3 “Personal statement concerning the decisions of the European Committee for the recovery of a state aid”;

- Form no. 4 “Personal statement concerning the lack of compliance with the category of company in a difficult situation”;

- Form no. 5 “Commitment concerning the allocation of at least 50% of the capacity of operation in 2019 to and from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș for a period of 12 months;

- Form no. 6 “Commitment concerning the allocation of at least 20.000 seats to and from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș for a period of 12 months;

- Form no. 7 “Commitment concerning the performance of regular flights to and from Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș for a period of 12 months”.
All the documents will be transmitted in English and Romanian and will be signed by the persons in question.
In order for a request for state aid to be taken into account, when accompanied by the afferent documentation, the confirmation of their receiving by the scheme administrator is mandatory.

Any clarifications concerning the call for requests must be sent within the time frame of the call at the following e-mail address: office@transylvaniaairport.ro.

Potential beneficiaries can request clarifications in a similar manner of depositing the request for the state aid, under the sanction of lack of being taken into account until 01.10.2021, hours 23:59 and will mention the note that this is a request of clarification concerning this present notice, as well as the identification data of the petitioner and his address of service. The responses to these requests will be sent in the same manner until 08.10.2021 the latest and will be published on the internet page of Mureş County Council and that of Transylvania Airport Târgu Mureș Autonomous Administration under the section dedicated to this notice.
PRESIDENT,






GENERAL SECRETARY

Péter Ferenc






Paul Cosma
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-Illegible signature-
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